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Chapter 1. System of Sixteen Patrudu 

KINGS ADMINISTERING THE PROVINCES OF 
KINGDOM 


The word Pathrudu means 'Lord' or a 'person who is 
'worthy'. Usage of the term Pathrudu , first originated during the 
period of Bhanudeva I . Eastern Ganga king Bhanudeva I (1264- 
1279) in the interests of better administration appointed Sixteen 
royals as Patra Samanthas ( rulers of state) who were well versed 
in politics and capable of destroying enemies by feats of strategy 
of various kinds and of unfailing resolution (1) . The system of 
sixteen pathrudus ruling the provinces of the kingdom 
continued in the succeeding Suryavamsi Gajapathi kingdom. In 
the book Rayavachakam, a historical account on Srikrishna 
Devaraya written by Vishwanathanayaka a General under 
Srikrishna Devaraya gives reference to the sixteen rulers under 
Prataparudra Gajapathi of Gajapathi kingdom. The names of the 
ministers mentioned in Rayavachakam were Balabhadra Patrudu, 
Durga Patrudu, Bhima Patrudu, Mukunda Patrudu, Bhikara 
Patrudu, Bhairava Patrudu, Ranaranga Patrudu, Akhanda 
Patrudu, Murari Patrudu, Vajramushti Patrudu, Turagarelam 
Patrudu, Asni Patrudu, Asahaya Patrudu, Gajankusa Patrudu and 
Mrigendra Patrudu (2) . 

Gajapathi and Pathrudu titles were used by family 
members of the Suryavamsi Gajapathi kings. Maha Patrudu 
means Prime minister. Patrudu means ruler of a province. These 
titles are often used interchangeably. Also Patrudu title is given 
to Generals in the army. When the ruling king retires after ruling 
for a certain period, one of his sons will be crowned as king and 



would be given the title Gajapathi/Deva.The remaining sons will 
be entrusted with ruling/adminestering the different provinces. 
These rulers of the provinces are given the title 
Patrudu/Mahapatrudu/Patro/Patra. Thus when kapileswara 
Gajapathi crowned one of his sons, Purushottama , he was given 
the title Gajapathi /Deva and used to be called as Purushottama 
Gajapathi or Purushottama Deva. His elder son Hamvira was 
entrusted with ruling the provinces and was given the title 
Patrudu/Patro. He was thus used to be called as Kumara Hamvira 
Pathrudu/Patro. Patro is the Oriya equivalent of the Telugu term 
Patrudu. InscriptionsjSasanas ) written in Telugu at Simhachalam 
describe Hamvira with the title Hamvira Pathrudu , while the 
other Oriya inscriptions refer him with the title Hamvira 
Patra/Patro/Mahapatudu. 

Gajapathi emperor Prataparudra Gajapathi and 
Srikrishna Devaraya of Vijayanagara empire were rivals. The 
sixteen patrudus under Prataparudra were very powerful. 
Winning a battle against them is very difficult. Rayavachakam 
describes how the sixteen Patrudus were separated from 
Gajapati by a clever strategem of Appaji (Saluva Timmarusu) the 
primeminister of Devaraya and how the Gajapati fled into the 
interior of his country* 3 ' 41 . 

Timmarasu the prime minister of Krishna Devaraya 
always aimed to reduce the strength of opponents by creating 
conflicts between them. He created conflicts between 
Veerabhadra Gajapathi the ruler of Kondavidu and Katakeswara 
Patrudu the ruler of Kondapalli <5) who were good friends. In 
1516 Krishnadevaraya took three months to conquer the 
Kondappalli hill-fort near Vijayawada. As a powerful mahapatra, 
Prahareswara Patrudu, the durgadipati of Kondapalli fort offered 
stiff resistance from within the fort backed by Prataparudra 



Gajapati (6) . It appeared as though Krishnadevaraya was losing 
the battle. A ploy used byThimmarusu (Appaji) at this stage, 
however, turned the situation to his advantage suddenly, 
ensuring victory to him. 



Chapter 2. Conquests of Gajapathis 

DURING THE ERA OF KAPILESWARA GAJAPATHI 
AND HIS SON HAMVIRA PATRUDU 


Kapileswara and his son Hamvira Patrudu expanded the 
Gajapathi kingdom greatly by various conquests which are worth 
mentioning. 

Conquest of Bengal by Kapileswara with the 
help of General Gopinath Patrudu 

Kapilendra, while fighting against the combined army of 
the Reddis of Rajahmundry and Vijayanagara Empire, received 
the news of the attack of sultan Nasiruddin Abul Muzzafar 
Mahmud Shah of Bengal. He rushed immediately and inflicted a 
crushing defeat upon him extending the sway of Kapilendradeva 
up to the river Ganges. His able general and minister Gopinath 
Mahapatrudu made a crushing defeat on the Muslim army. In an 
inscription dated 1447 A.D., Kapilendradeva assumed the title 
'Goudesvara'. So, by 1447 A.D., Bengal (Gauda) was under the 
sway of Kapilendradeva. 

Conquests of Kapileswara Gajapathi with the 

HELP OF HIS SON HAMVIRA PATRUDU 

During the regime of his father Kapileswara Gajapathi, 
Hamvira Patrudu was a great military genius in several battles. 

He figures very prominently in tradition and literature. In the 
1450s and '60s Kapileshvara, together with his son Hamvira 



Patrudu conquered the Reddi kingdom of Rajahmundry and the 
Vijayanagar province of Kondavidu, captured Warangal and Bidar 
from the BahmanT sultanate, and eventually occupied Udayagiri. 

Conquer of the Reddy kingdom and capture of 
Kondavidu 

The political alliance between Vijayanagar and the Reddy 
kingdom had ceased to exist as Deva Raya II had died and the 
power passed on to a weaker successor, Malikarjuna Raya. The 
Odia forces lead by Hamvira Patrudu conquered the Reddy 
kingdom and occupied Kondavidu by the year 1454 A.D <8) . 

Hamvira Patrudu brought under his sway the entire 
Rajamahendri Kingdom.Hamvira defeated the Reddis with ease 
and Rajahmundry was annexed to the empire of Kapilendradeva. 
On conquest of Rajamahendri he appointed Raghudeva 
Narendra Mahapatrudu as its Governor. 

Subjugation of Vijayanagar Kingdom 

Kapilendra Deva ordered his son Hamvira Patrudu to 
conquer Vijayanagar and Bahmani sultanate* 71 . Hamvira Deva 
successfully captured the Vijaynagar capital, Hampi and forced 
the weak ruler Malikarjuna Raya to pay yearly taxes. Hamvira 
Deva's commander Tamavupala conquered the southern states 
of Udayagiri (Nellore district) and Chandragiri in the year 1460 
A.D.. The inscriptions of Srirangam temple near Trichina pa Hi 
state that Hamvira Deva captured as far as Trichinapalli, Tanjore 
and Arcot in south. 



Conquest of Telegana (Gulberga or Kalaberga) 


The Velama chiefs of Devara Konda in Telegana and the 
Bahmani sultan Aladdin Ahmad Shah II had cordial relations in 
the initial stages but on the event of war between Vijayanagar 
and Bahmani Sultanate, the Velama chiefs backed Bahmani 
sultante and sought to fight Vijaynagar. In an act of revenge the 
Bahmani sultan invaded the Telegana region and the Bahmani 
commander Sanjar Khan exerted barbaric atrocities on the 
common people. Hindus were sold as slaves. In 1456 A.D. 
Humayun Shah ascended the throne of the Bahmani sultanate 
and his general Sikander Khan suppressed the rebel Velama 
chiefs after occupying Devarakonda. Kapilendra Deva was invited 
by the Velama chiefs to rescue the Telegana population from the 
Bahmani rulers. In 1458 A.D. a battle ensued at Devara Konda 
between Odia forces led by Hamvira Patrudu and Bahmani 
forces. As a result of this battle Odia forces came out as 
victorious and Telegana region became a feudal state of the 
Gajapati empire with the Velama chiefs as the vassal rulers. 

The Warangal fort inscription dated A.D. 1460 speaks of 
Hamvira Patrudu as son of Gajapathi Kapileswara and records his 
conquest of that fort. 

Campaigns against Bahmani Sultanate and capture of 
Bidar. 


During his second expedition on Bidar, the Bahmani 
sultanate faced another simultaneous invasion from the Malwa 
kingdom due to which the Odia forces lead by Hamvira Patrudu 
easily captured the capital Bidar and carried out widespread loot 
and destruction of the kingdom. Later Malwa and its capital 
Dhara was also invaded successfully by Hamvira Patrudu (7A9) . 



Chapter 3. Descendants of Gajapathi 
kings 


The present day Gajapathi kingdom descendants are the 
khandayat Kshatriya community of Orissa. Khanda means sword 
and Ayat means control. Thus khandayat means one who has 
absolute mastery over the sword. The surnames used by the 
Khandayat community are Lenka, Behera, Patro, Mohapatra etc. 
among others. The two principal Gotras of Khandayat 
community are Kashyapa/Tortoise Gotra and Naga/Cobra 
Gotras. During a course of time some people belonging to 
Khandahayat community of Orissa probably migrated to the 
surrounding border districts of Visakhapatnam, Vijayanagaram 
and Srikakulam of Andhra Pradesh. Two communities living in 
these districts of Andhra Pradesh share the title Pathrudu. They 
are Nagaralu and Ayyaraka pathrulu. 



Chapter 4. Descendants of Khandayats 

IN THE NORTHERN DISTRICTS OF ANDHRA 
BORDERING ORISSA 


A community in coastal Andhra that is an offshoot of 
Khandayats are Ayyaraka Patrulu . This can be ascertained based 
on their common Gotras and surnames with that of Khandayats. 

Ayyaraka Patrulu 

Ayyaraka/Ayyarakulu originated from the term Ayya and 
Rikam. Ayya in Telugu means ruler/head. Rikam means nature. 
Thus Ayyaraka means one who has the qualities of a ruler/king. 
They state that their forefathers were soldiers in the 
Vijayanagaram army. Stories of their military prowess are still 
recounted. In a campaign against Golkonda says one of these 
they gave the Muslamans so much trouble that when they were 
at last with difficulty exterminated, a Muslaman general 
marched against their native villages to try and root out the 
whole brood at once for all. But the Aiyarakulu women dressed 
and armed themselves like mentioned and fell upon the invaders 
with such fury that the latter beat a hasty retreat* 10 ' 11) . Members 
of Ayyaraka community also bear the title Pathrudu after their 
names. They say that they are Kshatriyas and wear silver sacred 
thread during marriages* 111 . They share common Khandayat 
surnames like Lenka, Behera and mahapatruni suggesting that 
they originated from the Khandayat Kshatriya community of 
Orissa. They also bear other surnames like Pediredla, Karri etc 
which are surnames of Kapu castes of Andhra Pradesh, indicating 
that the Khandayats of Orissa and Kapu castes of Andhra are the 



parent communities of Ayyaraka community. Like Khandayats, 
the main Gotras of Ayyaraka Patrulu are the Tortoise /Tabelu 
Gotra and Cobra /Nagula Gotra. 

Usage of Lenka surname of Ayyaraka community first originated 
during the Kakatiya dynasty* 12 *. King Prataparudra of kakatiya 
dynasty maintained an army of people called lenkas to protect 
the king and their family during crises. These people were 
selected from different communities. Each one of them took an 
oath to shed his blood and even sacrifice his life in the interests 
and protection of the king and his family. Many Lenkas claimed 
so proudly to be the symbolic sons and grandsons of their 
beloved leader Pratapa Rudra .Some of the Lenkas mentioned in 
inscriptions of kakatiya dynasty are 

Pochu-Lenka: Son of Somaya-Lenka, commander-in-chief of all 
the forces of Pratapa-Rudradeva* 12 *. 

Mummadi Juttaya-Lenka :Governor of Padakallu and other 
Southern Districts (12) . 

Erraya LENKA : He was a governor and commander during 
Prataparudra. He was the main body guard and gate keeper of 
Prataparudra. He had 22 villages in his Nayankara .He collected 
various taxes from the people* 12 *. 


The lenka surname of kakatiya kingdom continued to the 
Gajapathi kingdom. 
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